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2 the: important Doftrines of equal in the Godhead 
eternal and perfonal Ele¢tion; original Sin; particular Redemption; free. 

. Juftification by the imputed Rizhteoufnels aa Chrift ; efficacious Grace in 
egeneration ; the Perfeverance of real Be] levers; the Refu rection of 


ice Dead; the futuré Judgment ; the eternal Happinefs of the Righteous ; 
“ and everlalting Mifery of | the Impenitent ; with Congres 
of the Churches, i invi igs 


| 


in Derbythire ; in Btaflordhhite ; Sutton- Afbfield 
Nottingham, in Nottingha thire ; Sheepfhead, Leicefier, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arafiy, 
‘and Foxten, in Leicefterthire ; Oakham, in Rutland ; Braunflone, Guilfoorough, Chips 
ne, Gretton, Ki Walgrave, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, in North. 
: Olney, Thorn, in in Bedfordthire ; St. 


be you, ‘sia Peace from God our and from 
iB 


_ multitudes are trembling for the Fate of Nations, and dreading 
left Famine, or War, of Peftilence, which have defolated other Countries, 

ould receive a Commiffion to lay wafte our own; we have Reafonto 

nme God that he has manifefted his Care ofhis Churches, by con- 
uing the Gofpel anjong us, and granting it to be attended with-fome - 
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all of Jerufalem is built up even in troublous 


times; and we were not only permitted to aflemble in Peace, but. re- 
Ta, our setter Year we addreffed you. on. the’ nature 
rounds of Jou: Gad. ‘purfuance of the Relolition, of the ate 
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| fagiation, we hall in this attempt an Anfwer to the following enquity + 
War 1s iT THAT CHRISTIANS IN THE PRESENT Day come 


($0 FAR SHORT OF THE PR MITIVE IN THE POs- 


ett 


"That the thing itfelf is a faét, can admit bat little doubt. It is 


true, the joy of the primitive Chriltians was not always the fame: 
previous to the refurrection and afcenfion of Chrift they appeared t 
poffefs it in a far \lefs degree than afterwards; and in their brighte 
days they, no doybt, as well as we, occafionally experienced intervening 
clouds. “The account neverthelefs which is given of them intimates 
that.a vein of flered enjoyment ran through their lives.’ No fooner 
had they beheld the Lord Jefus taken up into Heaven,| than they re- é 
turned 9 Ferufaiem with great ‘Joy, and were continually in the temple 
praifing and bleffing God. And after the day of Pentecoft, and the 
addition of three ‘thoufand Souls by the preaching of Peter, they are 
deferiked as centinping daily with one accord in the temple, and eating their 
meat with gladnefi, and finglent/s of heart. Perfecution itfelf did not 
_ deftroy their happinefs, but helped, on fome confiderations, to increafe 
it. Having been fummoned before the Jewifh council for preaching 
Chrift, they departed rejoicing that they evere counted worthy to fuffer foame | 
Jor bis names fake.| Covered with ftripes, thruft into an inner prifon, 
and with their feet made faft in the ftocks, at midnight I’'aul and Silas | 
, prayed, and fang praifes tv God Nor was this happy frame of mitid con- | 
fined to the or to the firft few years after the introdu@ion of 
Chriftianity: Peter could fay of the gencrality of Chriftians at the 
time wrote his firft Eyiftle, «bom having not feen, ye love ; in 
theugh now ye fee bim nit, yet believing, ye rejoice. with 


Such a¢counts of the primitive difciples afford de affecting view of the 
a difparity between them and the generality of modern Chriltians, — 
The fellowing particulars amongft others muft needs ftrike an attentive 

oblerver :-—Firit, They rejoiced in all their labours, complying with 
the commands of Chrift rather as an honour and a privilege than as_ 
mere matter of rid ‘The prompt and cheerful manner in which they 

| eo attended to divine inftirutions exhibits a lovely pi€ture of genuine’ 

| 


Chriftianity. 77 wy that gladly received the word vere baptifed.— And they | 


| continued fledfapily ip the apoftles doctvine and Fellow | 


ere is not a fingle inftance in all the New 

 ‘Teftament of an avowed chriftian living in the negleét of the ordinances 

| + OF Chrift. Such an idea feems never to have entered into their minds; _ 

is nnneceffary to fay that with us it is a common cafe.—Secondly, 

They repeiced, a5 WE have feen, ix tribulation, confidering the reproaches | 

P| of the world asan honour, and counting it all joy when they fell into — 

@ivers temptations but the higheft exercifes of grace that are common 

Mmongit us fall thort in this patticular : inftead of rejoicing in tribula-_ 

are ready to account it pretty much if we rejoice notwithfanding 

at an irdly, They experien sed an habitual confcioufnels of their bein 

| fubjecty of gracious difpofitions, and confequently enjoyed a fettl 

| ee oan of their intereft in Chriit. In all the New Teftament we 
ve fearcely an inftauce of a chriftian | 


being at a lofs to perceive the 
| | | 
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: etidence of his chriftianity. What are called doubts and fears amongf 


|thefe gl 
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ge, and which make a fo large a proportion of our religious ex 


riences, f¢em to hav¢ occupied ftarcely any place amongft them. ‘This 
éaufes of it. The language that we are in the habit of ufing, when 
{peaking of our love, or faith, or obedience, betrays a fad defed in the 
exercife of thefe ig graces. Inftead of being able to fay, Lord, 


fey, it were no other, calls for ferious enquiry into the caufe or 


knoweff all things, thou knoweft that I love thee.—1 have believed, and 
therefore have I /poken.—+-God whom I ferve in the Gojpel, and the like, we are 
ready to be ftartled at fuch profeffions, and feel ourfelves under a kind 
f neceility'to foften the language into a with, a Willingnefs, ora defire. 
“+ I defire to love, I qwvould believe, 1 wif to be obtdient,” are ex- 
reffions which frequently oceur in our prayers-and hymns; but Sag, | 
to love, and defiring to obey, when fubitituted in the place of love and | 
dbedience themfelves, are inadmiffible. Such Language is unknown in 
the Scriptures, unlefs it be found in the character of the flothful, whofe . 
fefire is to bim; and indicates, to fay me leaft, but a Tmail 


| 
| 


| To account for this difparity is of importance, as by a knowledge, of 
the taufes of a malady we may be dire¢ted to the proper means of a 


eure. Peculiar dejection in éxdividuals may often be accounted for from 


the peculidrity of their habits, conftitution, circumftances, Opportunities, 
ind connexions ; but when it affeéts a body or generation of men it muft 
: traced to ether caufes. Why fhould not we go on our way rejoicing 
n the fame manner, and to the fame degree as the primitive Chriitians ? 
We have ithe fame gofpel, the fame promifes, and the fame hopes. 


{The joey and peace which they experienced was in believing : the great 


interelting and tranfporting truths of the gofpel were the fource from 
whence they derived their biifs. The Lord Meffiah was come according 
o promife, and by laying down his life had delivered all who thould 
elieve in him from the wrath to come.—Through his death alfo they 
ere freed from the fpirit of bondage attendant on the former difpen- 
fation, arid received the {pirit of adoption whereby they cried Abba 
Father.—-The thunders of Sinai gave place to the bleflings of Sion, the 
city of the living God; to the holy Society of which, as to a kind of 
heaven upon earth they were introduced.—Commitiioned to publith 
me af to every creature, and perfuaded that the cdufe 
Which they had engaged would fooner or later univerfally prevail, they 


_ laboured with courage and unweatied affiduity, and the work of the 


Lord profpered in their hands.—Finally, In hope of eternal life, the 
joy fet before them, like their Lordand Matter, they endured the crofs, 
delpifed the fhame,. and went and fat down with him on ‘his throne, as 


he had overcome, and fat dowa with his Father on his throme. 


| | | | | 
He Now which of thefe fources of Joy has been exhaufted? Are not 
‘Chrift and the gofpel, and it’s promifes the fame yelterday, to day, and 
fr ever? Is not Gad as willing now that the heirs Of promife fhould 
ave {trong confolation, as he was formerly? Are not the great blediings 


Of eternal life as real, and as intereiting in the prefent age as in any . 


wave gone and being promifed to the finalleft degree of real 


grace 
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5 ce, even to the giving of aeup of cold water to a difciple of Jefus, 

a ufe he belongs to him, canit, in ordinary cafes, be a difficult matter | 
«for a decided friend of Chrift to obtain a clear fatisfaction of his intereft 

-» fn them? Wherefore is it then, if the Son hath made us free, that we 
dire not, in the malt extenfive eaning of the term, Sree indeed? 


_.. Some would probably attribute the whole to divine fovereignty, alleging | 
that the Holy Spirit divideth to every age, and generation, as well as to | 
e man, feverally as he will. It is al that che Holy Spirit in all — 
ie his gifts and operations, acts in a way of fovereignty, fince we have no 
_. aim upon him for any thing which he beftows: but it does not belong 

- to the idea of fovercignty that there be no reafon for it, or wifdom in 
ft. The Holy Spirit divideth to every age and every man feverally as 
he will, but he always willeth what is wife and good, or what is bet 
 tipon«the whole. |The Sovereignty of creatures may degenerate into 
_ eaprice; bur this cannot be fuppofed of God.’ Now it belongs to the © 
wifdom of God to beftow his Bours in fuch a way as to encourage 
_ righteoufnefs, and ftamp an honour upon the means of his own appoint-- 
| ment: hence it is that the joys of falvation, though beftowed in a way 
of fovereignty, are generally connected with a clofe walk with Gody and — 


Communicated throu 


‘Fe has been 


gh means adapted to the end. 


thought by others that the difference betwixt us and the 


| — chriftiang, in thefe things, may be accounted for, at leaft in = | 
degree, by Of ¢ircumflances. Life and immortality | 
Were to Light as the fcriptures exprefs it, by the gofpel. The 
_ wonderful tranfition therefore which they experienced, fome of them 


from the darknefs of Judaifm, and others from the {till grofler darknefs- 


‘of Paganifm, together with the great fuccefs of their labours, muft have 

forcibly imprefied their minds with both furprize and joy. There is 

fome truth no doubt in this obfervation; but it ought to be confidered, 
nthe other hand, that our circumftances are in fome refpects more 
_ favourable to joy 13 theirs; fufficiently fo perhaps to balance, if not 


_@ver-balance thofe jn which theirs were fuperior to ours. Let the fol- 
things be konfidered in connexion with each other: Firft, 
__ Glorious things are fpoken in prophecy of what thall be done for the 
Church in the laft periods of time. All the light and glory that have 
_ Syer yet appeared will be eclipfed by what is to come. One peculiar 
_ eharatteriltic of the Kingdom of Chrift is, that it is progrefive. God 
is faying to his Church under every new difpenfation, or period of her 
ee Remember: not the former things, neither confider the things of old: 
new thing in the carth——As if he fhould fay, You may forget 
the “* oodles have ¢nough to fill you with joyful admiration. The 
difpenfation contained greater difplay of God than hadever 
: — before; \yet, compared with the dawn of gofpel glory, it 
aap t as the moon to the fun; and glorious as this was, with regard 
_ reg had gohe before, it will bear no comparifon to that which is 
w fhall the moon be but the fun a/bamed, 
| reign in Mount Zion, i ents 


ngs thall be accomplithed 
tar The facred writers of the New Teftament fre- 
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of allt 


of the 


fue 


travailing in pain for the glorious liberty of the fons of God. At all 
events, the 


We pafs over the cafes of fuch as eigtar 


es 


chriftians the 


| | | | 
In the Firf place, let it be confidered whether it does not arife from 
the want of a greater degree of religion ia general. Joy is a grace which 
annot thrive by itfelfs it is a kind of appendage to the lively exercife — 
ofother graces. With Foy foail ye draw waters out of the wells of fale — 
wation——lHitherto ye have afked nothing in my name: and receive that —— 
pour may be full.—The kingdom of God is righteoufue/s, peace, and joyim 
the Holy Ghoft. From thefe paflages, and many others which might be 1] 
_ cited, it is apparent that holy joy itands connected with appropriating 
the great truths of the gofpel to our particular cafes ; with importunate 
Prayerin the name of Chrift; and with the practice of Righteoufnefs- 
_ and Peace, The fame perfons who were daily employed inpraifing and sy 
pry have this teftimony given of shes, aud greet grace was” 


Secondly, Let it be confidered whether another reafon be not Oxr 
neglec? of a more frequent and intenfe application to thofe obje@s from whence 
j° arifes. We have feen already that the fources trom which the 
Primitive chriftians derived their joy were the great doftrines of the 
gofpel ; but it is a lamentable faét, that the generality of profefling 


quently Sntimate that they had pafied the meridian of time, and were 
entered, as it were, into the afternoon of the world. They fpeak of - | 
their times as the /af? days, and of themfelves as: thofe on whom the ends 
of the world were come. They declared that the end A all things was at ) 
band; that the judge was at ibe door; and-the conclu ing warning of the | 
book of God is couched in this ftrong expreffion, Surely 1 come quickly # 
But if the end of all things was then at hand, what mult we think of 
it after alapfe of nearly eighteen hundred years? Thirdly, It is highly 
probable, if not more than probable, that in the ages yet to come there 
may be much more effected than in all preceding ages put together. 
Some of the greateft events in prophecy we Know remain to be accome So. 
lifhed; particularly, the utter downfal of Antichrilf, the converfion 
Jews, and the univerfal of true. religion: but if the end 
ees: be at hand, and Hh great events are firft to be accom- : 
| plifhed, we have every reafon expe great changes, in fuc- 
ceffion, and at no great diftance of time. ‘The convulfions of the pre- 
fent day, may, for ought we know, be fome of the throes of cfeation 
joyful exertion to meet the Bridegroom. Could the apoltles and primi- 
tive chriftians have been placed in our fituation, they would have re- 
joiced with joy unfpeakable and full of glory.—We muft turn our atten- 
tion then to fome other obje&s befides the circumitances in which we | - 
: are placed, as the caufes of our want of joy. | 
themfelves in. known fin, or 
li ms cafily accounted for, at one | 
period of time as well as another ; and confine .our enquiry to thofe et. 
whofe converfation is allowed in general to be regular and circum{peét ; 
| fo much fo however, as to be equal to that of the body of profefling | 
| | | | 


4 


| | 

} } 
) | 
| | 

i | 


chriftians amon ft us content themfelves with a very fuperficial know. 
| Wedge of thefe things. There are but few even amongit the godly in 
our day that fo ehter into the fpirit and glory of the goipel as clearly to 
diftinguith it from error fpecioully difguifed. Hence if a minifter who 
much refpefted by his people, turn afide from even ag truth, 
__- itis common for many of them to go off with him. If chriftians were — 
properly rooted aod grounded in the gofpel ; if hey underjtood not only 
what they believe, but «wverefore they believe it, they would not be - 
thaken with every wind of doétrine: nor would many of the principles — 
_ which prevailin the prefent age excite even a momentary hefitation in 
theirminds. But ifwe do not fo underitand the truth as clearly to dif- 
_| tingaifh itfrom efrer, it cannot be fuppofed that we thould be greatly 
affected byit. Itis by drawing waters from the wells of falvationthat 
we have joy ; a thefe wells are deep, and in proportion.as we are 
wanting in an underftanding of divine things, we may be faid to have 
hothing to draw with. 3 


Py ‘Thirdly, To this may be added, eee of Public Spirit. ‘The | 
primitive chriftiaris were all intent on diffeminating the gofpel through 
the world ; and itjwas in the midft of this kind of employment, and the | @ 
ara which attended it, that they are taid tohave been flled with = 
and the Holy'Ghof. xiii, 52. Much of the joyful part of 

religion is loft by it the immediate obje& of our purfuit. The 
chief end for which great numbers read their bibles, and hear the word, 
as, that they maybe comforted, and obtain fome fatisfaétion of their 
being in a ftate ofifatvation ; but this is not the way in which the com- 
forts of the gofpel tre obtained.” There are things which if purfued as 
chief end, will-elude our grafp, and vanifh from our fight: fuchis 
Feputation amongit men, and fuch is reigious joy. If we purfue the 
_ Public good, not fpr the f.ke of applaufe, but from a difinterefted re- 
_ Bard tothe well-being of our fpecies, reputation will follow us; andif 
_ the glory of God, and the profperity of his caufe occupy the firft place 
nour affeQion, we fall not is Ordinary cafes be wanting in peace and 
heavenly coniglation. If a portion of that time which we fpend in ° 
Taniacking for evidence in the mafs of paft experiences were employed 
| Mpromoting the cgufe of God in the world, and fecking the welfare of | 
the fouls and bocigs of men, it would turn to a better account. 
 feeking the faivati n of others we thould find our own. The love of © 
4 Zion has the pro ale of perional profperity. Ardently to promote the | 
honour of God, ang the good of mankind, is itfelf an evidence, and 
higheft evadeng of true religion: while therefore we feel confcious 
Of the purity of our preient motives, we have lefs occafion for reflec- 
‘Mons on the palit.) There is a much greater fatisfa@ion too in this 
way of obtaining jcomfort than in the other; for however former 
of grace might be ftrong and decifive at the time, yet it 
them merely by a diftant recollefion. It is much 
the ee abe mpre for our profit to live in the. exercile of grace, 
- an barely te remember that we did fo at fome former period of our 
We-appeal your own hearts, biethren, with reipeat to your. 
didinteretted ex¢ruons for carrying the gofpe! emongft the heathens 
| Wert + peat to thafe of you eipecially who have had the undertaking 
Nae cart, whether, fince your own comfort has in a) fort been’ 
| | | | | | overlooked, 
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: overlooked, and fwallowed up in concern for the filvation of others, 

rou. have not felt mpre of the joyful part of religion than you did 
yefore ; yea, may we not add, more than at any former period in your 


| 


ay be owing to our wiewing the mixture of evils 


Fourthly, Much ing be 
ona contraded feale. Uf the evils which befal 


apbich pervade creatio 
creatures be confider 
pore upon them, we 


uit neceflarily feel dejected: but if every parétal 


evil contribute to the general good ; if every adverfity, whether it - 


refpe& our perfons, families, chriitian connexions, country or fpeciag, 
be but asa wheel acing upon other wheels, and all neceflary to com- 
jlete the vaft but well-ordered machinery ; the contemplation of evil 
tfelf in this view mult raife the heart initead of deprefiing it. The 
miferies of the prefent and of the future life, if contemplated by a good 
man, merely as evils, muft overwhelm him, and deftroy his prefent 
yeace. What can he do? He cannot fhun the abodes of the wretched 
in this world, and fo! put the thoughts of their miferies far from him, 
tha: were inhumalnity ; neither can he allow himfelf to doubt of 
the execution of divine threatenings in the world to come, for that were 
coodnels, wiftom and veracity of God in de- 
he may view things on an enlarged feale, and 
is right, and be? upon the whole: . ‘This is to be 
: od, and fo-to be truly happy. It is in this way 
that we are reconciled to our own adverfities: could Jacob have feen 
the defigns of God with regard to “his children, or 
though he might be 
divine Sh raat 1 will furely do thee good, he would not have concluded 
as he id, that all thee things were again? him. . 


1 


to arraign the juftice 
Nouncing them: Bu 
thus pe:ceive that a 
of one mind with 


| 


| | | 
Tt is thus that upon fome occafions we are reconciled to the miferies 
fa public execution. Awful beyond conception, it muft be to the 
party who fuffer; but juftice may require the facrifice. However 
natural affeftion therefore may tor a moment revalt at the idea of inflicting 
death, ali concern for a fuffering individual is abforbed by the love af 


Our fpecies, anda regard. for the general good.—It is thus that ths 
leavenlyjinhabitants pre defcribed as being not only reconciled to the 


Overthrow of myitical Babylon, but as rejaicingin it. While the mer- 
hants who traced in |her wares: bitterly lament her fall, crying alas, alas, 
bet great city: Ta oat bour is foe made deflate! the triends of God-ate 
alled very different employment: Rcjeice over ber thou heaven, and 
ye Loly apoftles and prophets, fer Ged bath avenged ‘yout on ber. And after thefe 
things I heard a great weice of much people in heaven, faying, HALL 

true and | righteous are bis judgement, for he bath judged the great 

which aid corrupt the with ber fornication, and bath avenged the blood 
bis fervants at ber band. And again -they faid ber 

up for ever and ever Was there an y malevolence or,unchriftian 
bitterness in al this?) No: it was only viewing things on a large {cale 

Viewing them as views them, -and reeling accordingly. 


| The ptimitive chrifians, were in the habit of confidering all things 


as working together tor good, and fo of deriving joy from every oc. 
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| | | 


d merely as evils, and our minds are difpofed to — 


nable to do this, had he properly recollegted the 
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world fmiled upon them, bal rejoiced, and availed 

the gofpel ; or if it frowned 

on them for their attachment to Chrift, cy Uagsg that they were 
fake. By thus converting 


ining patyiarch, as well as of the whining merchants; andmore 


com 
‘Primitive Chri 


to increale it: 


a ed the bi 
and the world 


of this world 


ing fun, through propriety compared to the Surn 


or heayenly 
be flighted 


i every thing into food for joy they aniwered to the exhortations of the 7 
| tn! Beg Lor the brother of law degree rejoice that be is exalted; but the rich 
| | én that be bis made low—Beloved, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
| evermore—In every thing give thants, If we would 
es like them we muit enter into their views; we mutt have lefs of the 
every new difpenfation of providence to cry dmen, Hallelujah 
| 
| Fifthly, Much is Owing, no doubt, to a@ /pirit of conformity to the 
4 prefent world, by which many Chriftians, efpecially thofe in profperous 
circumitances, afe influenced. It was a complaint made by one of the 
| Fathers, + in the middle of the third century, a time when the 
: ehusch had enjoyed a confiderable refpite from perfecution, that ‘‘ Each 
“** one ftudied how to encreafe his patrimony ; and forgetting what the 
a ** faithful had dpne in apoftolic times, or what they ought always to 
** do, their ty pafiion was an infatiable defire of enlarging their 
“ fortunes.” 
: ee: every one knows is too applicable to our times. The 
| ftians were perfecuted. The Waldenfes, the Reformers, 
(he Puritans, and the Non-conformifts were the fame ; but 
hitle fecurity for property, they had but little motive 
: being driven alfo: from the fociety of their perfecutors, they were under 
very little temptation to imitate their manners: Their trials were 
yi were of a different kind from ours.’ Having long en- 
of religious liberty, we have relaxed in watchfulnefs, 
as in a to have loft it’s enmity, and to 
fmile mpon us. In confequence of this we have become upon more 
friendly terms with it; mot merely by behaving courteoully and af- 
i fectionately to men in Common, which is our duty ; but by embibing 
their fpirit, courting their company, and fubjecting ourielves to a fer- 
‘wile compliance with their cuftoms. 
Ik a away. ~ mould the root of the matter be found in us, yet if our 
7 | 4 — vag hearts are occupied with appearance, drefs, entertainments, * 
4 ie ike, there can be but little room for 
Finally, Te is be difflembled that much is to be traced to she 
im the gofpel is preached. “The Holy Spirit ordinarily works 
means of the word. Itis the office of minifters to be belpers of your 
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live, their preac 


2 


Joy but if they pa 
ing will partake of it too. If the great and interefting 


rtdke of the fpirit common to the age in which they 


truths of the gofpel are not thoroughly underftood, and felt, they 


iit the ordinary courfe of things, be communicated in fucha 
manner as greatly to intereft the hearts of others. While therefore we 
‘ mend ferious reflection to you, brethren, you alfo havea right to 
_ expeét the fame of us; and we truft we are willing to receive as well as 


inifter the word of exhortation. Dear Brethren, farewell ! 


Signed by Order of the Affociation, 


a 


and in behalf of the whole, 


“ANDREW FULLER, Moderator. 
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“Brother Craps praye 


Affociation to be 


the Inde 
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fdas Evesing Brother 1 Feller in chofen Moderator the 


Bore from the churches were tcad, and minutes taken of their contents ; and Brother 
wrren concluded ip | 


Wednefday morcing V1. Brethren Watts, Hey prayed ; read 


Letter which had been drawn up by Brocher Faller. 


4 pat X. Brothers egan public worfhip in Hopper 
from ifaiah v. Waar culd bave been dome more tv my vineya: ith a: I bawe not done ix if, 
Mrother, pieached from Matt. He thar it not 
me, is acainff mes and be that not with me eth abroad and Brower 
Blundel concluded in 4 | | | 
After dinner, the inifters Meffeneers withdrew the of bufinefs; 
when Mr. Brain was chofen 1 redfarer to the Fund, inftead of the late Mr. Trinder, 


of Nerthampron, and Frat Mirris, Sec: retary. Five Gentlemen were alfo chofen by 


ruitees with Mr. Trixcer’s Executors for his generous Legacy to 
our poor Minifters. The colleétions for the fund a 


received 5 the 
Leticr approved, and iordered to be printed. * | \ 
Evening Vi. Pearce prayed ; Brother He/?, et trod 


a Pet. i. 8. de ye rejoice with unfpeakable and full Gler, and Brother 
Ryland concluded in 19 | 


| ‘ 


morning. |Prother ; the Minifters fpoke their exercifes in the 
= year; dripoted of fome monics in the fund ; reconnnended it to the Minitters to. 
p an account of thpir expences: ‘in preaching in the villaces around them, and bring it 

to the Eatter or October Minifters’ mectings ; appointed Brother Biards el to draw up the 
Circular Letter for tyear, On the Dery of Churches refpe ding the ‘Encouragement 
of Spiritwal Gitte ; aud voted the thanks of the Affociation to the Rev, Mr. Todler and 
pendent Congregation in Kettering, for accommodating us with their place of 
worthip.——«A Mmotiop was le, whether it would not be lov and accord with pri- 
mitive Cloitianity, ifthe Chorch where the Affociation held, were to <éelebr the 


Lord's Supper, and inwite the Miniiters and Meffengers of the affociate Cherches, and 
other well-known Mc of to unite with them in 
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| KETTERING, Sune 11. 
yooog Minifter, lately att 


Golleétion for the miffion ; 
_ pay in their fabfcriptions ; 


Committee Meetings of the Misstow Society, 


{ i 
atio was ended. 


- Aansay, April 7. I. That enquiries having been made whether there be any further 


ings in the heathen id, encouraging to attempt rhe fpreading of the kingdom of 
Chritt in it; intelligence has been received, particularly from the Sierra Leone Reports, 
that fuch fayourable appearances do exiftin Arrica as deicrve ourimmediate attention. 


“IM. The Secretary informed the Society, that having received letters from Mr. Jacob 


Grigg, a ftudent at the Baprift Academy at Bri/fo/, expreffing his earneft defire to be — 


employed as'a Miffionary under the patronage of this Society, he had made enquiries of 
Mr, Grigg’s tutors refpecting his character and qualifications for fuch an undertaking 5 
to which very fatisfactory anfwers had been returned,’ Mr. Grigg alfo being prefent at 


— this meeting, and perfonall offering his fervices for the work of the Lord among the . 
1ovided it meet with the approbation of the Committee of 


heachen——Refolved, That, 
the Briftol Eflucation Society, his propofal be accepted. 


| iil. That ithe practice of our Bleffed Lord, in fending out his difciples two and tee, 


him with a feitable com . 


Since the laft Committee meeting at Arnfoy, Mr. Rodway, 

Briftol Academy, but now refiding at Burton-upon-Trent, 
having teade a voluntary offer to accompany Mr. orgs to A/rica ; and two letters ad- 
dreffed by him to Mr. Grigg, defcribing the exercifes of his mind, and the motives 
which inducéd him to make fuch an offer, being publicly read; Mr. Rodway himfelf 
a'fo being prefent part of time, and repeating his offer; and perfe& fatisfaétion 
having been obtained as to hig character and qualifications,—|t was unanimoufly refolved, 


That Mr, Rodway’s cffer be accepted, and that preparations be made for their departure | 


foon as circumitances 
| Refolved alfo, To ‘reco 


render it prudent, | 

mend to the Churches of our connexion.te have an annual 
which time all the fubfcribers in the congregation might 

yi : if that be unfuitable to any of the Churches, that every 

Minifter fhould make a point of colle€ting the fubfcriptions in his own congregation, 


aiid keep a Dy, and Cr. account with the ‘Treafurer of the Society, 


| 
} 


i 


if 7, 1795, and Kettering, June 11, 1795, after the 


being highly worthy of our imitation, we will ufe our utmott endeavours to provide — 
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